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TEXT:  1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.  Love never fails.  (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 
 
PREACHED AT: 
08/25/17 Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Bay City, MI 
 
Dear Kathy and Jeff, family and friends: 
 
Here we are in this beautiful house of God to celebrate your love for each other and to join your lives 
together until God in his wisdom separates you by death.  A special part of this celebration is the 
Word of God chosen for our consideration this evening.  It is a message from God’s Word by which 
you, as Christians, intend to live your life together.  It is written in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, 
chapter 13, verses 4 through 8.  It has been called Paul’s “Psalm of Love.”  Let me read it now. 
 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.  Love never fails. 
 
Love for each other has brought the two of you to this altar today to publicly proclaim before God and 
these witnesses your life-long commitment to each other.  Yet love means different things to different 
people.  What is meant by love in our text?  The Greek language, in which our text was originally 

written, has three different words to describe love.  The first word, eros [] means merely the love 
of sexual attraction.  It’s important and a wonderful gift from God to married couples, but it won’t 

maintain your marriage in the long run.  The second word, philia [] refers to the kind of love one 
has for a brother, sister, or a close friend.  It too is important since I know that today two best friends 
are vowing to spend the rest of their earthly lives together.  But even that is not enough to maintain 

your marriage.  The third and most important Greek word for love is agape [], which means a 
self-giving, self-sacrificing love that desires only the welfare of another.  This is the kind of love that 
will maintain and sustain your marriage. 
 
The Bible uses the word agape when it speaks of God’s love for us.  That’s the love that Jesus spoke 
of when he said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  That’s the love that caused 
Jesus to suffer and die on the cross to pay for our sins.  That’s the kind of love described in the text 
I’ve chosen for your wedding.  That’s the kind of love you are promising to each other today for the 
rest of your life together. 
 



Paul begins by describing this love in a positive way:  “Love is patient, love is kind.”  Patience and 
kindness are two qualities you must always strive to maintain in your marriage.  Always be kind to 
each other.  That may sound silly right now.  Of course you will always be kind to each other; you’re 
in love.  But you are also sinners and from painful experience you know that at times you must work 
at being kind to each other.  Then, 20 or 30 years from now you can say to each other, “Thank you, 
dear, for always being patient with me and kind to me.”  You could not give a better anniversary gift to 
each other than that. 
 
Next Paul tells us what agape love does not do:  It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs.  In your life together, you will be tempted many times to be all these things that love is not.  
At such times, remember your Savior’s love for you and the Savior’s love for your spouse.  Jesus will 
give you the power to overcome the temptation to be envious of your spouse’s popularity or attention.  
He’ll give you the power to overcome the temptation to be boastful and proud of your own 
accomplishments, especially when they make your spouse look insignificant.  He’ll give you the 
power to overcome the temptation to be proud, too proud to say, “I’m sorry; I was wrong; please, 
forgive me.”  If you pattern your love for each other after the love that Jesus has for each of you, then 
you will not be rude to each other, you will put the interests of your spouse before your own and you 
will always be willing to compromise with him or her.  You will control your temper, even when Jeff 
leaves his dirty socks on the bedroom floor, even when Kathy squeezes the tube of toothpaste right in 
the middle.  You will keep no tally sheet of how many times you’ve been wronged and how many 
times you’ve had to forgive; you’ll just keep forgiving even as Jesus keeps forgiving you. 
 
Next Paul describes love in a positive way once again:  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Kathy and 
Jeff, don’t be quick to find fault with each other, to be suspicious about each other, but instead trust 
one another.  Of course, you must be worthy of that trust so always be truthful with each other.  
Protect each other from words and actions that hurt and harm and your love will persevere, your 
marriage will last.  Why?  Because the model of your love for each other is the love that God has for 
us and Paul says that Love never fails. 
 
Kathy and Jeff, with the help of the Holy Spirit, make your wedding sermon text your philosophy of 
life, your way of life, the way you always treat each other, and God will bless you with a long and 
happy marriage.  Amen. 
 

Pastor Richard D. Starr 
 
 
 
 
 


